STANSTED FREE CHURCH FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT


	POTENTIAL HAZARD
	LIKELIHOOD (L) & SEVERITY (S)

1=low,  3=high
	RISK RATING (L x S)

1=low, 9=High
	EXISTING CONTROLS 
	FURTHER CONTROLS / ACTIONS REQUIRED 

	Faulty wiring or misuse of electrical equipment
	L 1 

S 3
	· 3
	· Fixed wiring inspected every 5 years
· Portable Appliances tested every 5 years
· No fan heaters; one oil filled portable radiator and one floor standing convector in church vestry
· Wall mounted heaters and extractors in hall and church kitchens
· Main circuits have RCD protection

· All appliances are either hard wired or fused 
· All plug sockets are switched 
· Children and vulnerable adults never use electrical appliances unsupervised in church or hall

· Church members/hirers know who to report faulty appliances to

· Faulty appliances repaired/replaced asap, usually within 7 days

	

	Smoke 
	L 1 

S 3
	· 3
	· Heat detectors in hall and church kitchens
· Smoke detectors in hall, church, and foyer.

· Tested every five years.  
· Batteries replaced promptly when required. 
· No smoking signs in church and hall

	

	Flammable substances/materials and waste storage

	L 1 

S 2
	· 2
	· Waste bins emptied regularly into Council refuse bags in outside dustbin
· Filled refuse bags taken to collection point in Chapel Hill
· No asbestos
· No smoking on site

· Spare paint stored in metal fireproof cabinet in vestry 
· Hymn books and other paper products stored away from radiators and portable heater

· Cleaning products stored in hall and church kitchen cupboards with child safety catches
· Matches stored in metal tin in vestry away from radiators and portable heater
	

	Gas escape or naked flames
	L 1 

S 3
	· 3
	· Yearly boiler serving.  No other gas appliances
· Carbon monoxide monitor in boiler cupboard and replaced as appropriate
· Boilers located in locked cupboard

· No naked flames apart from candles in the church which are only lit on Sunday during the service

· No gas in hall or hall kitchen


	

	Soft furnishings catching alight
	L 1 

S 1
	· 1
	· Carpets, curtains, soft chair coverings and blinds in hall and church meet fire safety regulations 

	

	Sources of oxygen spreading fire
	L 1

S 3
	3
	· Openable windows in hall but not in church
· One entry/exit door with automatic closer and one fire door (always kept closed) in hall 
· Two entry/exit doors in church. Main door usually kept closed; vestry door always kept closed
· Internal fire doors in church always kept closed

	

	Unable to escape from burning building
	L 1 

S 3
	3
	· One entry/exit door and one fire door in hall. Main door can be fixed open
· Two entry/exit doors in church. Main door can be fixed open
· All doors have fire signage and emergency lighting
· Emergency lighting in church, hall, church and hall toilets, church and hall kitchen and walk in cupboards
· Church and hall have sensor operated lighting immediately outside
· Maximum seating in hall is 50 non-linked chairs

· Maximum seating in church is 100
· Seating in church can be linked for large gatherings with maximum 14 in a row

· Seating in church has one central and two side aisles or two main aisles depending on numbers

· Fire escape routes always kept clear
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